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PORK PRODUCTION IN ROMANIA 

AFTER IMPLEMENTATION THE 

QUALITATIVE CARCASS SYSTEM 

CLASIFICATION 
 

Abstract: Romania used to be one of the greatest 

producers and processors of pork of Europe; 

nowadays, the situation is substantially changed 

because of the exponential increase of the feed price 

and of the massive imports of pork as high quality 

carcasses (classes E and U according to the EUROP 

system). Though the demand and consumption of pork 
has increased in the latest years, domestic pork 

production decreased dramatically from a qualitative 

point of view because of the decrease of the number of 

swine farms and of the closure of the non-performing 

ones because of lack of up-to-date technology. 

Romanian meat quality confirmed by the results of the 

classification depending on the EUROP system is 

nowadays ignored: many swine farms do not invest in 

performing genetic material or in top raising and 

processing technologies. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  
 

Swine have particular biological and 

economic features: great precocity and 

prolificacy, good adaptability to 

environmental conditions, resistance to 

disease, good valorisation of concentrated 

feed, of succulent, green feed (that are 
cheap), as well as of different residues 

from the food industry or from the 

household, turning these products 

economically into meat and fat [1, 2, 3]. 

Pork has a high nutritious value due to 

its high content of proteins and fats: it is 

tender and tasty, and is highly appreciated, 

demanded by consumers from both 

Romania, and abroad, both fresh and 

preserved [4, 1, 5]. Due to its lower 

content in water and higher content in fats, 
it is used in the production of a wide range 

of meat produce with long shelf life and 

particular taste features. 

Growth (i.e. weight gain of the animal 

body until the adult stage) is different from 

development (i.e. tissue and organs 

appearance and functioning). Growth is a 

quantitative phenomenon, while 

development is a qualitative notion; both 

are complementary and closely linked to 

one another. A single definition can cover 
both nations: “growth is the succession of 

the variations in mass, form, structure, and 

chemical composition of a body under the 

effect of assimilation and of environmental 

factors” [6, 7, 8]. 

The main objective in breeding 

animals is to produce under the best 

profitability conditions the maximum 

amount of meat of high quality. The 

quantitative aspect results not only from 
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the growth speed but also from their 

reproductive ability. Quality refers to the 

relative growth of the different body areas 

and of the main tissues [9, 10, 11, 12]. 

Technological issues increasing in 

number lately during meat processing have 

pointed out the necessity of taking into 
account the quality features of the 

muscular tissue and of the adipose tissue 

even at the production level [12, 13, 14, 8]. 

From a theoretical point of view, 

Romania is capable of ensuring the 

necessary pork for domestic consumption 

and of exporting at least 1,000,000 t of 

pork per year. Before 1989, farmers used 

to breed about 18-19 million pigs a year, 

and most of the production were sent to the 

Russian market. The about 800,000 

production units in this sector have been 
either privatised, or closed, and the pig 

population decreased from 12 million in 

1996 to 5.6 million nowadays. 

At present, Romania has about 

130,000 production units that ensure 30-

40% of the domestic demand. To produce 

enough for the domestic consumption, 

Romania needs about 10 million pigs 

annually. Despite all this, in 2010, they 

paradoxically liquidated 200 farms. 

However, after the implementing of the 

EUROP system for the classification of the 
pork carcasses in 2001 we expected things 

to start working, the decline of the pork 

production are clear in the statistics of the 

latest years. 

 

 

2. MATERIAL AND METHOD  
 

To achieve this scientific goal, we carried 
out research concerning pork production 

and the way pork from pigs slaughtered in 

licensed slaughterhouses is valorised on 

the Romanian market after being classified 

according to the system legalised by the 

EU (EUROP objective classification). 

 

Table 1 - Swine production in Romania after the implementing of the EUROP system of 

classification of carcass quality 

Specification Pigs (N) Total meat production live Mean weight upon  

slaughtering 

UM 

year Thousands of heads Thousands of t kg/head 

2001 4447 613 117 

2002 5058 635 119 

2003 5145 710 111 

2004 6495 626 105 

2005 6622 605 103 

2006 6815 618 113 

2007 6565 642 113 

2008 6174 605 114 

2009 5793 585 113 

2010 5387 553 115 

2011 4153 595 107 
Source: MDADR cited by Business Resource Guide in Meat Industry - Annual Report, 1st Edition, 
Bucharest, Romania 2012  
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Figure 1 - Dynamics of the indices of swine production in Romania (2001-2011) 

 

 

Table 2 - Total pork production in Romania in the three study years 

Specification Thousands of heads Thousands of t live kg/head 

2011 5,546.1 595.3 107.0 

2010 5,253.6 566.1 108.0 

2009 5,697.7 624.7 110.0 

2011/2010 (+/-) 292.5 29.2 -1.0 

Source: MDADR cited by Business Resource Guide in Meat Industry - Annual Report, 1st Edition, 
Bucharest, Romania 2012  
 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

The increase of the production costs, 
the general competition of the imports and 

the rise of prices for animal feed have 

turned the Romanian swine sector into an 

unprecedented situation. The so much 

appreciated sensory quality of Romanian 

pork has been completely neglected so that 

the Mangaliţa breed, much appreciated all 

over the Balkans, is nowadays on the verge 

of extinction.  

Production losses have been generated 

mainly by the difficult financial situation 
of the profile industry. In the last two 

years, cereal prices have increased 

constantly because of the climate 

conditions and of financial speculations, 

causing the bankruptcy of several animal 

breeding farms. Thus, the farmers had to 
face major issues in feeding their pigs, 

while the consumers had to purchase pork 

and pork cold cuts from import because of 

the decline of the domestic pork 

production. 

The high prices of feed have affected 

numerous producers and the sudden 

decrease of their number caused the 

increase of the feed costs, which persisted 

over the years 2011 and 2012. 
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Table 3 - Valorisation of total pork production in Romania in the three study years 

 

Specification  

Family consumption Direct market delivery 
Deliveries to licensed  

units 
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2011 1,618.4 191.3 118.0 872.5 77.7 89.0 3,055.2 326.3 107.0 

2010 1,640.8 194.0 118.0 839.5 75.7 90.0 2,773.3 296.4 107.0 

2009 2,037.5 262.9 129.0 928.3 79.9 86.0 2,731.9 281.9 103.0 

2011/2010 

(+/-) 
-22.4 -2.7 0.0 33.0 2.0 -1.0 281.9 29.9 0.0 

Source: MDADR cited by Business Resource Guide in Meat Industry - Annual Report, 1st Edition, 
Bucharest, Romania 2012 

 

 
Figure 2 - Pork production live valorised in Romania (2009-2011) 

 

 

4. CONCLUSION 
 

Exponential increase of the feed price 

has had a negative impact in Romania, 

which caused a decrease of the swine 

production. The decrease of the number of 

pigs and, in parallel, the decrease of the 

number of farms, have forced Romania to 
import pork – about 60% of the total 

consumption.  

Imports have replaced exports and, 

according to the latest data, Romanian 
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farms produce 2 million pigs annually, in 

addition to the 2.5-3 million pigs raised on 

family farms (households). However, these 

numbers only cover 30-40% of the total 

demand for this produce. 
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